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e Silene, Lychnis, Agrostemma + larger Cerastium & Stellaria (Caryophyllaceae) 


e Pink/Red « White/Pale 


¢ These flowers can very occasionally come out white or pale due to lack of colour dyes. 
¢ Some of these flowers are dioecious which means the male and female flowers are on separate plants. The female 
parts are furry strings from the centre of the flower, the males are fine filaments with oblong anthers at the tips. 


Ragged Robin - Frequent in damp places in the wider area : Ratho (EICA quarry (most), Craigpark Quarry, school path 
grass before cycle huts), Riccarton (NW pools), Linhouse Glen. 


Its ragged flowers are distinctive. 


Silene flos-cuculi = Lychnis flos-cuculi 


Red Campion - Widespread in half-shade or the open : e.g. central community woodland, canalside. 
Distinctive, although it can be lighter pink and then hard to separate from its common hybrid with White Campion. The flowers are male (3) and 
female (2,4) 


Silene dioica 


Rose Campion - Casual garden escape noticed from place to place. 


Its leaves are rather silky-looking. 


Silene coronaria = Lychnis coronaria 


Sweet-William Catchfly - Rare casual, here on Pumpherston Bing where there were a number. 


Distinctive leaves and long-narrow flower bases. 
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Silene armeria 


Sticky Catchfly - Extinct : Kirkliston (Dundas Hill) 1824. 


Distinctive with the grassy leaves and clustered flower heads. Dundas Hill is on the N side of Dundas Loch; being no longer present, these are instead 


ones taken around Arthur's Seat where they thrive. 


Lychnis viscaria 


Corncockle - Nowadays casual (one noticed by Freelands Road), however in the past before modern farming methods it 


was a common crop weed. 
Distinctive. 


Agrostemma githago 


White Campion - Frequent in open places e.g. road and field sides. 
Pure white; if there is any pink to it, it will be the next (a hybrid). Compared to Red Campion the capsule teeth don't curl down (4), the calyx teeth 
from the flower base are longer (especially long here) (2). Male (3) and female (5) are on separate plants. It is faintly night-scented, visited by 


moths. White forms of Red Campion will look very similar without a close eye but they are rare. 
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Silene latifolia 


Pink Campion - Frequent where White and Red Campion are nearby. 
This is the hybrid between White and Red Campion, and is easily spotted when white with a pink touch such as these, but pinker forms become 
difficult to distinguish from lighter pinky true forms of Red Campion. The capsule rim teeth may curl down (4) inherited from Red Campion. 
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Silene x hampeana 


Bladder Campion - Dotted about in Ratho and further out : Ratho (Addison Farm Road, Craigpark Quarry), 


Pumpherston, Edinburgh Park (underpass at the tram station) and other spots. 
The petals are very narrow and separated (1,3) and in maturity the flower base swells with a hairless base (2). It has many flowers per stem (1), the 
leaves can become sizeable (4). 


Silene vulgaris 


Sea Campion - Gardens and Coastal (S & N Queensferry, Dalmeny). 


Included for comparison - the flower petals are broad and (close to) touching (3), either solitary or few per stalk (5, showing three); it grows mat- 
like (1) with leaves fairly uniform and not large (1,4) and the flower base like the prior is hairless with broad-triangular rim teeth (2). 
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Silene uniflora = Silene maritima 


Snow-in-Summer - Dotted about in and near Ratho on walls, waste ground and grass edges : e.g SE slipway down to 
canalside; pic 5 is from the track down to Ratho Mains from Wilkieston Road. 
A distinctive plant with woolly narrow leaves which readily escapes from gardens and establishes, and can form carpets. 


Cerastium tomentosum 


Greater Stitchwort - Dotted in and around Ratho : Ratho (Canalside wall past EICA), Gogarburn (S side of canal), 
Linburn Wood, Clifton Riverside, Almond behind Airport, Almondell and Calder Wood (very common). 
Distinctive with its green grass-like leaves (1), although in the early part of the year they can look quite rigid (4). 


Stellaria holostea 


